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U.S. indicts Venezuela’s Maduro on narcoterrorism charges
BY JOSHUA GOODMAN
and SCOTT SMITH
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

MIAMI – Nicolás Maduro effectively converted Venezuela into a criminal
enterprise at the service of drug traffickers and terrorist groups as he and
his allies stole billions from the South
American country, the Justice Department charged in several indictments
made public Thursday against the
embattled socialist leader and his inner
circle.
The coordinated unsealing of indictments against 14 officials and government-connected individuals, and
rewards of $55 million for Maduro and
four others, attacked all the key planks
of what Attorney General William Barr
called the “corrupt Venezuelan regime,”
including the Maduro-dominated judiciary and the powerful armed forces.
One indictment by prosecutors in
New York accused Maduro and socialist party boss Diosdado Cabello, head
of the rubber-stamping constitutional
assembly, of conspiring with Colombian rebels and members of the military “to flood the United States with
cocaine” and use the drug trade as a
“weapon against America.”
Criminal acts to advance a drug and
weapons conspiracy that dates back to
the start of Hugo Chavez’s revolution
in 1999 occurred as far afield as Syria,
Mexico, Honduras and Iran, the indictment alleged. Barr estimated that the
conspiracy helped smuggle as much as
250 metric tons of cocaine a year are
out of South America.
Maduro blasted back by accusing the
U.S. and Colombia of “giving orders
to flood Venezuela with violence.” He
called Donald Trump a “racist cowboy”

and warned that he is ready to fight by
whatever means necessary should the
U.S. and neighboring Colombia dare to
invade.
His chief prosecutor announced an
investigation against opposition leader
Juan Guaidó after one of the individuals indicted on drug charges, retired
army Gen. Cliver Alcala, said in a radio
interview Thursday that he signed a
contract with the opposition leader and
his American “advisers” to purchase
U.S. assault rifles for a planned coup
against Maduro. Guaidó’s team said
he has never met Alcala, who has been
living openly in Colombia since 2018
despite having been previously sanctioned by the U.S. for drug smuggling.
As the U.S. indictments were
announced, Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said the State Department
would offer cash rewards for information leading to the arrests or convictions of Maduro and his associates,
including rewards of up to $15 million
for Maduro and up to $10 million each
for four others.
“The Maduro regime is awash in corruption and criminality,” Barr said in an
online news conference from Washington. “While the Venezuelan people suffer, this cabal lines their pockets with
drug money, and the proceeds of their
corruption. And this has to come to an
end.”
In Miami, prosecutors charged
Supreme Court Chief Justice Maikel
Moreno with laundering in the U.S.
at least $3 million in illegal proceeds
from case fixing in Venezuela, including one involving a General Motors
factory. Much of the money he spent
on private aircraft, luxury watches and
shopping at Prada, prosecutors allege.
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Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro (right) walks with his Defense Minister Vladimir
Padrino Lopez as they review the troops during a military parade at Fort Tiuna in Caracas,
Venezuela, on May 24, 2018.
Maduro’s Defense Minister, Gen. Vladimir Padrino, was charged with conspiracy to smuggle narcotics in a May
2019 indictment unsealed in Washington.
The shock indictment of a functioning head of state is highly unusual and is bound to ratchet up tensions
between Washington and Caracas as
the spread of the coronavirus threatens to collapse Venezuela’s health system and oil-dependent economy driven deep into the ground by years of
corruption and U.S. sanctions. Maduro
has ordered Venezuelans to stay home
to try to stave off the spread of the virus

that officials say has infected 106 people.
Analysts said the indictments could
boost U.S. President Donald Trump’s
re-election chances in the key swing
state of Florida, which he won by a narrow margin in 2016 and where Venezuelans, Cubans and Nicaraguans fleeing
authoritarian regimes have political
muscle.
But its unclear how it brings Venezuela any closer to ending a 15-month
standoff between Maduro, who has
the support of Russia and China, and
the U.S.-backed opposition leader
Juan Guaidó. It also could fragment

the U.S.-led coalition against Maduro if European and Latin American
allies think the Trump administration
is overreaching.
“This kind of action does nothing
to help a negotiated solution – something that’s already really difficult,” said
Roberta Jacobson, who served as the
State Department’s top diplomat for
Latin America until 2018.
Maduro, a 57-year-old former bus
driver, portrays himself as an everyman
icon of the Latin American left.
He’s long accused the U.S. “empire” of
looking for any excuse to take control of
the world’s largest oil reserves, likening
its plotting to the 1989 invasion of Panama and the removal of strongman Gen.
Manuel Noriega to face drug trafficking
charges in Florida.
Barr and Elliott Abrams, the State
Department’s special envoy on Venezuela, are driving the hawkish U.S. stance
toward Maduro much as they pushed
for Noriega’s ouster in the late 1980s
– Barr as a senior Justice Department
official and Abrams as assistant secretary of state for Latin America.
U.S. officials see other parallels as
well. Noriega transformed Panama into
a playground for violent, international
drug cartels while the Trump administration has accused Maduro and his
military henchmen of harboring drug
traffickers, guerrillas from Colombia
and even Hezbollah, a designated terrorist group.
They also have accused government
officials together with well-connected
businessmen of stealing hundreds of
billions of dollars from the state coffers,
much of it from state oil giant PDVSA,
which has seen its production plunge to
a seven-decade low.

All of your delicious

Crow’s Nest

menu items and Lenten
specials are just a
phone call away!

1424 Scalp Ave Johnstown, PA 15904

814.266.8115

11:30 A.M. – 7 P.M.
TUESDAY - SATURDAY
FOR

TAKEOUT, CURBSIDE
SERVICE OR DELIVERY
FOR OUR MENU & FOOD SPECIALS.

WE ARE OPEN!!
Richland - 9am-7pm ....................................... 814.269.3493
Salix - 7am-7pm ............................................. 814.266.3948
Westmont - 7am-7pm ..................................... 814.255.6421
Downtown Johnstown - 9am-6pm .................... 814.535.5919
Somerset - 10am-6pm .................................... 814.445.2100
CALL IN FOR TAKE OUT!

DUGOUT

624 Maple Ave., Johnstown 535-1446

Friday Lenten Specials! Pick up or delivery 12pm-8pm
DINNERS
SANDWICHES SPECIALS
Includes 2 sides of your choice Includes 2 sides of your choice
Fish Dinner ....................$9.00 Fish Sandwich Special ...$7.50
Shrimp Dinner ...............$9.00 Crab Cake Sandwich
Fish & Shrimp Dinner ....$9.00
Special ........................$8.00
Crab Cake Dinner ........$12.00 Salmon Patty Special.....$8.00
Salmon Patty Dinner ....$12.00
SIDES: Haluski, Pierogi, Mac and Cheese, Parsley Potatoes,
French Fries, Stewed Tomatoes, Slaw, Salad
Extra Sides $1.25 each

Stop in During Lent

HAND BREADED FISH
In Our Famous Murphy’s Wing Breading
Every Friday During Lent
Fish Dinner .......................... $10.99
10 oz. Fish, Fries & Slaw
Lg. 10 oz. Fish Sandwich ...... $7.99
Shrimp Dinner ....................... $9.99
8 Shrimp, Fries & Slaw

Take Out Only

536-3635
1189 Franklin St.

814.288.6378

510 Tire Hill Rd
Johnstown

Take your favorite beer with you...
We can also ﬁll growlers.
Gift Cards Available.

We look forward to
re-opening after April 6th.

TAKEOUT AVAILABLE
11AM - 8PM!

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK
FOR MENU AND BEER SELECTION

Also, we at Meco’s hope that
everyone stays safe and out of
harms way during this time.
Thank you and see you all soon!

Graystone Homestyle
Restaurant

CALL TO PLACE YOUR DAILY SPECIALS
Mar 27:
TAKE-OUT ORDER
Fried or Broiled Haddock ....... $10.99

814.266.1153

CURBSIDE & PICK-UP

AVAILABLE FOR YOU CONVENIENCE
Daily
Sandwich Combo
Specials

or Stuffed Flounder .................. $11.99
Mar 28:
Pigs in a Blanket .......................$8.99
Mar 29:
Swiss Steak.................................$9.99
Apr 1:
Soft Shell Taco w/ Chips........... $7.99
Apr 2:
Stuffed Shell w/ Tossed Salad &
Garlic Toast .................................$8.99

375 Theatre Dr., Johnstown | Wed & Thur 11-6 | Fri 8-7 | Sat 8-6 | Sun 8-3

BLVD.

TAKE OUT &
CURB SIDE
165 Southmont Blvd.
SERVICE
814.539.5344
11 am - 8 pm
NOW OFFERING

Limited Local Delivery 3-7 Daily
SEE OUR TAKE OUT MENU AND
NEW FAMILY MEAL OPTIONS

blvdgrill.com or on Facebook
*Bottles Beer and Growlers TO-GO*

Scott’s By DAM

TAKEOUT & DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

LENTEN SPECIALS

Small Tuna Taco.................. $6.35
Small Fish Taco .................. $6.95
Small Vegetable Taco.......... $6.35
Tuna Melt ........................... $3.50
Crab Cake Sandwich........... $5.45

814-535-1676

PLATTERS

Includes coleslaw & your choice of one other side
Haddock Fish Bites............. $7.69
Shrimp Platter .................... $7.99
Tuna Melt Platter ................ $5.75
Haddock Fish Sandwich...... $8.50
Two Crab Cakes Platter ....... $7.50
SIDES: Macaroni and Cheese,
Fries, or Three Pierogis.

SEE FACEBOOK FOR OUR FULL MENU OPTIONS
ACCEPTS ALL CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS.

CALL TODAY FOR TAKEOUT!
MON-THUR
814.536.7403
10 AM - 5 PM
FULL MENU
AVAILABLE
544 Main St.,
Johnstown

HOURS

OPEN

TEMPORARILY
CLOSED

FRI
9 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT
10 AM - 4 PM
SUN
CLOSED

Rita’s Restaurant
will be

TEMPORARILY CLOSED
for the next few weeks due to
the Corona virus threat.
We need to keep our customers
& employees safe.

1300 Railroad St. BE SAFE, STAY HEALTHY.
Summerhill, PA Together we all can get through this.
15958
Please keep checking the Tribune for
495-4333
our re-opening ad.

Locally owned businesses here to serve you!

